THE GALBALLY FARMER

ONE EVENI NG OF LATE AS | HAPPENED TO STRAY

TO THE COUNTY TI PP RARY | STRAI GHT TOOK My WAY
TO DI G THE POTATCES AND WORK BY THE DAY

| HRED WTH A GALBALLY FARMER

| ASKED H M HOW FAR WE WERE BOUND FOR TO O

THE NI GHT BEI NG DARK AND THE NORTH WND DI D BLON
I WAS HUNGRY AND TI RED AND MY SPI R TS WERE LOW
FOR | GOI' NEI THER WH SKEY NCOR CCORDI AL

TH S M SERABLE M SER, HE MOUNTED H S STEED

TO THE GALBALLY MOUNTAI NS HE HASTENED W TH SPEED
AND SURELY | THOUGHT THAT MY POCR HEART WOULD BLEED
AS | TRIED TO KEEP UP WTH H S TRAVEL

WHEN WE CAME TO H S OCOITACGE, | ENTERED I T FI RST

| T SEEMED LI KE A KENNEL OR A RU NED OLD CHURCH

SAYS | TO MWYSELF "I AM LEFT IN THE LURCH

IN THE HOUSE G- QLD DARBY 0 LEARY!"

| WELL RECOLLECT | T WAS M CHAELNVAS NI GHT

TO A HEARTY GOCD SUPPER HE DD ME | NVI TE

A QP OF SOUR M LK THAT WAS MORE GREEN THAN WH TE
"TWOULD @ VE YQU THE TROITI NG DI SORDER

THE WET QLD POTATCES WOULD PA SON THE CAT

AND THE BARN WHERE My BED WAS WAS SWARM NG W TH RATS
"TWAS LI TTLE | THOUGHT | T WOULD EER BE WY LOT

TO LI E IN THAT HOLE UNTI L MORNI NGS

[ ALTERNATE TO LAST TWD LI NES:

THE FLEAS WOULD HAVE FRI GHTENED THE FEARLESS SAI NT PAT
WHO BANI SHED THE SNAKES O ER THE BORDER! ]

BY WHAT HE HAD SAID TO MeE | UNDERSTOCD

MY BED IN THE BARN | T WAS NOTI' VERY GOCD

THE BLANKET WAS MADE AT THE TI M OF THE FLOCOD

THE QU LT AND THE SHEETS | N PROPCRTI ON

"TWAS ON THS O.D M SER | LOOKED WTH A FROM

WHEN THE STRAW WAS BROUGHT QUT FOR TO MAKE MY SHAKE- DOMNN
AND | WSHED THAT | NEVER SAW GALBALLY TOM

OR THE SKY OVER DARBY O LEARY!

I VE WORKED IN KI LOONNEL, ' VE WORKED I N KI LMORE
' VE WORKED | N KNOCKAI NY AND SHANBALL YMORE

I N PALLAS- A- N CRER AND SOLLCHODMORE

W TH DECENT RESPECTABLE FARMERS

| WORKED I N Tl PPERARY, THE RAG AND ROSEGREEN
AT THE MOUNT CF Kl LFEAKLE, THE BRI DGE OF ALEEN



BUT SUCH WOEFUL STARVATI ON | HAVE NEVER YET SEEN
THAN | GOI' FROM OLD DARBY O-LEARY!



